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SERMON SERIES: “Spiritual Discipleship” 

SERMON TITLE: “Following Jesus—Embracing Servanthood” 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:27; John 13:3-5; Philippians 2:4-8; Isaiah 42:1-4; 61:6 

INTRODUCTION: Long gone are the days of “Can I check under the 

hood?” and fill-ups of gasoline for 22¢ a gallon. The local service 

station was just that--a place where services for automobiles were 

available. Between the 1960’s and today, service stations have been 

replaced with Turkey Hill, Sheetz and Wawa’s galore. Self-service is 

the culture of today. 

 

I. Jesus’ Teaching on Servanthood 
 

A. “…But I am among you as one who serves.” (Luke 22:27) 

 

B. “For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest.”  

(Luke 9:48) 

 

C. “…Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 

(Mark 10:43-44) 

 

II. Jesus’ Example of Servanthood 
 

A. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash 

his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 

around him. (John 13:5)   

 

B. “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 

for you.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if 

you do them.” (John 13:15, 17)  

 

C. Love for Jesus and obedience to his commands is inseparable: 

(John 14:15, 21, 23) 

 



 

III. Jesus Attitude of Servanthood 
 

A. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus  

(Philippians 2:5-8). 

 

B. The emphasis on ‘attitude’ of servanthood brings into 

question our motivation and demeanor in serving others.  

 

C. “He did not have in mind mere acts of service, for those can be 

performed from very dubious motives. He meant the spirit of 

servanthood.” --J. Oswald Sanders 

 

 

IV. Jesus’ Life Principles of Servanthood 
 

A. Dependence on God  

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold…” (Isaiah 42:1) 
 

● How does my dependence on God compare with Jesus? 
 

Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

  

B. Acceptance by God (Isaiah 42:1) 

“…my chosen one in whom I delight...” 
 

● What hinders me from feeling completely accepted by God? 
 

Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

  

C. Self-Effacement, Humility (Isaiah 42:2) 

“He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.” 
 

● Am I content to serve without getting recognition or 

attention? 
 

Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 



 

D. Empathy (Isaiah 42:3) 

“A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he  

will not snuff out.” 
 

● Am I a compassionate person? 

1         2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9         10     

              (Little compassion)                                (Very Compassionate) 
 

  Action step: ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

E. Optimism (Isaiah 42:4) 

“He will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice  

on earth.” 
 

● Am I more of an optimist or a pessimist?  

1         2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9         10     

              (Little compassion)                                (Very Compassionate) 
 

  Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

F. Anointing (Isaiah 42:1) 

“Here is my servant...I will put my Spirit on him.” 
 

● How is the Holy Spirit’s anointing evident in my life? 
 

Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

G. Two-fold Ministry (Isaiah 61:6) 

“And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named  

ministers of our God…” 
 

● Is my worship of God and my service for others in balance?  
 

Action step: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

CONCLUSION:  

 

• What action steps must I take starting today to make Jesus’ 

life principles of servanthood my own principles of servanthood? 

 

• Where can I begin to become more like Jesus? 
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